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AGRICULTURE — HON COLIN de GRUSSA’S COMMENTS 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.27 pm]: I would have left this for another 
occasion, but I felt the need to respond to Hon Colin de Grussa’s reply to the budget speech. I do so because I think 
many of his comments will be picked up by rural media, and they need responding to, here and now. The honourable 
member spent pretty much his entire speech running down a negative agenda on the industry of agriculture. This 
has become a trend. I think we need to rename the National Party: we need to call it the “Negative Nelly Party”, 
because everything it has to say is negative. Every media statement it puts out is running us down, running the 
regions down, and running the industry down, and I have had enough. There has never been a better time to be 
involved in agriculture. I need to refute a few of the things he said today. 

Firstly, the member had a real crack at Minister MacTiernan’s PRIMED initiative. It is an initiative aimed at 
getting young people engaged in agriculture. My son has just returned to the farm, and so have many of his mates. 
I am really noticing that our rural communities are getting more and more young local fellows back, playing in 
our footy teams and getting actively involved in agriculture because times are good and we are doing all right. 

I want to read to the house an email I received recently from a gentleman called John Henchy. John is a bit of an 
icon in the agricultural sector. He has been heavily involved in the Farm Machinery and Industry Association of 
Western Australia. In his email, John said — 

Hi Darren, 

I attended the PRIMED initiative on Tuesday and was impressed with plans DPIRD and the Department 
of Education and Training have in raising the bar on Agribusiness career paths. 

What I really wanted to say, however, was how impressed I was with Minister MacTiernan’s presentation 
in which she specifically mentioned our industry and the contribution we play in regional WA with 
employment (as you know sometimes our members are the biggest employers in town). 

Whoever briefed the Minister was spot so I would like to record our apperception for her mentioning us, 
we are a relatively small, but important, industry and in the context of what PRIMED is trying to achieve 
we are really battling to get noticed. 
I’m not sure how these things work but if you have the opportunity of thanking the Minster it would be 
much appreciated. 

That is feedback we have received from a person who has been around the sector for a while. I have a lot of time 
for John, but I would not describe him as a traditional Labor voter. I think he is genuinely appreciative of the 
initiatives the government is taking in trying to promote agriculture in Western Australia and to get young people 
involved. I, too, applaud Minister Ellery and Minister MacTiernan for taking this initiative and trying to help out. 
I would like to point out another thing to the member; I am sorry that he is away on urgent parliamentary business. 
For those in the know in the agricultural sector, generally speaking—not always, but as a general rule—WA Farmers 
Federation members are more often farmers who support the National Party, and Pastoralists and Graziers Association 
members are more the free marketeers and Liberals. That is generally how it works—but not to the letter. 
Hon Martin Aldridge interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: I do not belong to either organisation, member. 
On 9 May 2019, following the state budget, the Western Australian Farmers Federation issued a media statement 
signed off by the CEO, Trevor Whittington, that stated — 

The State government has come through as per its pre-budget announcement, with a turnaround budget 
for the Department of Agriculture. 
For the first time in years, the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) has 
secure funding to end the annual budget cuts, which over the past decade have seen staff numbers 
effectively halved. 

This is from the WA Farmers Federation — 
The $131 million of new funding over the next four years will lock in current staffing at 1580 Full Time 
Equivalents (FTEs), with around 1000 staffers working on Agriculture related issues. This will mean that 
the planned cuts in forward estimates which would have taken out another 100 staff will not go ahead. 

Hon Martin Aldridge interjected. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 12 June 2019] 

 p4050b-4052a 
Hon Darren West 

 [2] 

Hon DARREN WEST: That is exactly what I am talking about. The Nationals WA cannot say anything positive 
about the industry, although we are rebuilding the department of agriculture and food. The media statement 
continues — 

It is not back to the days when the Department had 1500 staff, but at least they have put a floor in, and 
the Department and can start recruiting the next generation of graduates. 
Finally, we have gotten away from the short-term Royalties for Regions projects that while supported by 
the industry, offered no career path for developing graduates which were on a contractual basis. 
This government has spent its first two years finding its feet within the industry, as it merged the 
Department with Fisheries and Regional Development, but this budget is clearly a sign that this process 
is coming to an end, and they are up and running and taking our industry seriously. 
This is a credit to Minister … MacTiernan as it is the first time in 20 years we have seen a Minister stand 
up to Treasury and not just hold the line, but push back and demand the level of funding support needed 
to help the industry grow. 
You can not turn a $7 billion-dollar industry into a $10 billion-dollar industry with government not 
playing its part, as our turnover grows its right to see government reinvest some of our tax revenue. 
We have already had announcements this year of new funding support for biosecurity, dog fences, mobile 
phone black spots, Asian market trade support, and grains research and development. 
WAFarmers acknowledges the Minister’s focus on these areas and the serious dollars she has put into them. 
Fees and charges have been kept at inflation, so no complaints there; except for country stand pipes which 
have seen huge rises in charges from $2.53 to $8.35 per megalitre. 

We acknowledge that — 
$87.5 million for the Wheatbelt Secondary Freight Route which is a start to the billion dollars needed to 
upgrade the 4300 km of country roads. 
$24.1 million in ongoing funding for the ‘WA Open for Business’ program to promote export opportunities 
for regional businesses. 

$10 million to support more development in the Ord picks up on one of our calls to keep developing 
broadacre farming in the north of the state. 

$45 million for a new Employer Incentive Scheme and training delivery in regional WA is important to help 
address the … skills shortage and … WA employers with the costs of employing apprentices and trainees. 

WAFarmers Rhys Turton said, “credit is needed where credit is due, the Treasurer and Minister for 
Agriculture have delivered a good budget which will help set up agriculture for the next four years.” 

I do not know where members of the National Party get their negative information from, but that was from the 
Western Australian Farmers Federation. It could never be said that it is a pro-Labor organisation. It is a pro-farming 
organisation that acts on behalf of its membership of many farmers. I am a little bit over this negativity towards 
our sector. We have had an image problem for many years and we are working our best to turn that around to get 
investors back into agriculture and get young people back working in agriculture, because it is a fantastic industry. 
It is, pardon the pun, a growing industry. We want to see it grow even further. I applaud Minister MacTiernan and 
the McGowan government for the great work that it is doing in my industry. 
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